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Wema Centre
Love Never Fails

RESCUE AND REUNIFICATION

During the month of April 2026, Wema Centre admitted
two girls into care, with one, Esther, who has been
successfully reunified already!

Esther, a physically challenged young woman, was referred
to Wema Centre after being found wandering around the
local market. At the time of referral, she was believed to
be approximately 15 years old and required urgent shelter,
family tracing, and reunification support. Upon admission,
the social work team conducted a case assessment, during
which Esther was able to clearly explain how she had
become separated from her caregivers. She guided the
team to her home and a reunification visit was conducted
by Social Worker George Konde and Housemother Susan.

During the reunification, it was established that Esther is
22 years old and an orphan under the care of her
grandparents. She lives with partial paralysis and epilepsy,
and while at the Centre, she experienced two epileptic
episodes which were successfully managed by staff. Due to
her medical condition, she requires consistent care and
supervision.

Additionally, the caregivers were sensitized on the
importance of close supervision as Esther is unable to
travel independently despite being an adult. It was
reported that she had attempted to travel to Mombasa in
search of employment when she became lost.

Figure 1: From left social worker George Konde, Esther,
housemother Susan Akinyi, and Esther’s Aunt

CHILD PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP

Wema Centre continues to support child engagement
with the Kenya Children’s Assembly (KCA), a structured
platform that empowers children by building their
capacity and enabling them to articulate issues affecting
them to relevant stakeholders.

On 22nd April 2026, the State Department for Children
Services in Mombasa conducted county-level KCA
elections. Five children from Wema Centre participated
in this important exercise.

One of our resident children, Juma (who is currently the
deputy president for his school), vied for the position of
County Speaker. Although he narrowly lost the position

by one vote, he successfully secured a leadership role as
a Committee Member for Development, demonstrating
resilience and leadership potential.

Figure 2: Juma campaign for the role of speaker during the KCA
elections

Additionally, on 19th April 2026, three of our former
Form Four candidates received certificates of comple-
tion after successfully undertaking a short course at the
CITAM Tuvuke Bridge Program (January—April 2026).
The program equips youth with life skills, spiritual
development, career guidance, and foundational
employability skills to support their transition into
adulthood.
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Wema Centre took responsibility for informing the
children. Our in-house psychologist, Kgmotso Mugiira,
played a key role throughout this process, guiding how
the news was communicated, walking closely with the
children as they processed the loss, and providing
immediate emotional and psychosocial support.

In solidarity with the family, Wema Centre provided
comprehensive burial support, including:
e Purchase of a casket
« Provision of clothing for the deceased and her
children
« Logistical and financial support throughout the
funeral process

A team of staff accompanied the children from the
Figure 3-5: Samuel, Natasha, and Victor receiving their mortuary in Mwakirunge to Changamwe (Kwa Punda
certificate of completion area) for the burial and remained present throughout
the ceremony. The children are currently undergoing
structured grief counselling to help them cope with the
loss and build emotional resilience.and providing
emotional and psychosocial support during this difficult
time.

HEALTH SUPPORT AND BEREAVEMENT ASSISTANCE
Towards the end of March, the social work team
responded to urgent health cases reported by a street
ambassador in Mwakirunge Dumpsite. Two individuals
required emergency intervention, including a parent of
two of our resident children who was critically ill with
tuberculosis (TB).

The Centre facilitated their transport and consultation fee
at a dispensary in Marimani, where the man was released
with medicine while the mother of the two boys in our
care was referred to Coast General Hospital. During her
admission, the team maintained close coordination with
the street ambassador and provided support for essential
medical supplies. Despite initial stabilization, her condition
worsened, and she sadly passed away on 2nd April 2026.
This loss deeply affected her children as she was the only
surviving parent.

Figure 6: George Konde (Social Worker) with Brian and Nestus
during their mother’s funeral.
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